[The PRISCUS list in clinical routine. Practicability and comparison to international PIM lists].
Certain drugs are classified as potentially inappropriate medications (PIM) for the elderly. In 2010, the PRISCUS list was published, specifically designed for its applicability in the German pharmaceutical market. The aim of this study was to evaluate the PRISCUS list compared to international PIM lists. Based on selected PIM lists (PRISCUS, STOPP/START, Beers), the medications of 308 patients at a clinic of geriatric rehabilitation were screened for PIMs. Applying START criteria, omission of indicated drug therapies was detected. Regarding the rate of PIM detection, the PRISCUS list was less sensitive than the application of STOPP criteria. While hospitalized, the mean number of administered PIMs per patient was 1.2 based on STOPP criteria and 0.5 based on the PRISCUS list. The lowest number of PIMs per patient was detected by applying the Beers list (0.4 PIMs). The Beers list should not be used in the German pharmaceutical market. The amendment of diagnosis-related STOPP criteria to the PRISCUS list would be useful to significantly advance therapeutic success and drug safety in the elderly.